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VARIATIONS OF CERAMIC FORMS FROM THE POTTERS WHEEL 
The purpose of this study was to create the basic 
variations of ceramic forms thrown from the potters 
wheel . The term thrown, is that used by potters , to 
refer to the process of arriving at a form on the potters 
wheel . 
This creative thesis grew out of an hypothesis by 
this writer that throwing would be the best method in 
his search for personal expression, thereby satisfying 
his creative desires and his fondness for cylindrical 
forms . 
This thesis represents a year and one half of study 
although much more time is required to master this 
method. A technical process was used in creating forms 
which could not be arrived at in any other iray. This 
process also required a degree of mastery before several 
pieces for this thesis could be completed. The process 
concerns the joining of wheel thrown pieces using slip, 
which is liquid clay, and modeling, after forms were 
firm enough to be self supporting. At this point the 
writer was confronted with the problem that the technical 
process was becoming dominant rather than the finished 
form. Thus some modifications were necessary to keep 
form variations from becoming mere novelties or technical 
2 
problems . Another problem of importance was that of 
relating the neck, lip, foot , and the body of the piece . 
Numerous experiments were tried in relating these differ-
ent parts until the desired effect was achieved. 
Several different clays were used to create these 
pieces. In most instances, Pittsburg Clay and Stoneware 
#5 were used. These clays were selected because both can 
be fired at both Stoneware and Earthenware temperatures . 
Many individual glaze formulas were used on the 
forms as were many different types of decoration. All 
were used to enhance the beauty of the piece . Since 
glazing and decoration were not the primary concern of 
this thesis , less time was spent on these processes. 
A short explanation is written for each piece on the 
following pages . 
Experimentation with forms, plus the tec ,·mical 
processes , clay bodies , glazes, and decoration have 
brought the writer to a greater understanding and 
appreciation of ceramic forms , and that there are no 
limitations, other than the individual, to the possi-
bilities of further creative expression in this media. 
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